GUIDE to LONDON                                  6?
letters from friends asking me tq throw some light on one thing
or another. And here the only topic of conversation with my visi-
tors has been England till 1 have been sometimes literally bored*
The avidity with which they have devoured the Information must
by itself justify the publication of this unpretentious guide.
No doubt there are many reasons why a book like this has
not been before the public long ago. Any such book in order to
be exhaustive must necessarily contain important revelations
which I know painfully would perhaps stir up a useless controversy
and wrangle and which some would always like not to be made
at all. The movements alike of students and laymen in England
are shrouded in mystery. No one for instance knows definitely
what an Indian eats In England, where he lives; whether he cooks
his food or not., etc., etc. Now these are the very points which
are of vital importance to those who Intend to go to England.
The writer, therefore., of the following pages proposes to discover
the mystery and lay bare the movements of Indians in England.
Such a course, I hope, would facilitate to some extent the way
to England in addition to helping the people to understand the
England-returned Indians, but I am afraid It will bring on me
showers of reproaches and remonstrances from many persons. It
may even cost me friendships. Some would call me rash, others
would be content with saying that I lack tact1, while yet others
would fling youth Into my face, but I -have resolved upon bearing
the storm for the sake of truth.
The next question Is whether I am the person who should
write such a book. I am inclined to leave It to the reader to a
great extent to answer the question. I know there are persons
who would tell the same story in a nobler language, who would
tell it with a greater accuracy, who would tell with a greater ful-
ness and I know also that probably no one can combine in him-
self all the qualities. The only reason why I write the book Is that
no one has as yet written It though badly wanted. As a rule the
book will contain facts only and at times personal observations
when absolutely necessary. If, at any time, anyone finds
anything that he cannot understand or any error in the book, I
shall thank him to correspond with me so that I may offer an
explanation or correct the error.
Before concluding the introduction, I beg [all to] extend me
their co-operation, i.e., help me by buying and, what Is more
necessary, reading the book so that they may help themselves.
1 The source has * tactics9.